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The first Alaskan woman to hold national office and the first
Alaskan-born Senator to serve the state, Lisa Murkowski began her tenure in the
United States Senate in 2002. Her father, newly elected Alaska Governor Frank
Murkowski, appointed her to fill the Senate seat he had recently vacated. With
years of experience in state and local politics, Lisa Murkowski quickly set to
work on the economic and infrastructure projects important to her constituents,
winning re-election to a full six-year term in the Senate in 2004.1

One of six siblings, Lisa Murkowski was born to Frank and Nancy
Murkowski on May 22, 1957, in Ketchikan, Alaska. Frank Murkowski, a banker
and former Alaska commissioner of economic development, first won election to
the U.S. Senate in 1980, where he served for 22 years. He chaired the Veterans'
Affairs Committee and the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Lisa
Murkowski attended high school in Fairbanks, Alaska. She enrolled at
Williamette University in Salem, Oregon, and went on to earn a BA in economics
from Georgetown University in 1980. She then returned to Juneau, Alaska, to
work as a legislative aide for the speaker of the Alaska house of representatives
and became active in state Republican politics. In 1985, Murkowski graduated
with a law degree from Willamette College of Law and returned to Alaska, where
she met her husband.2 In 1987, she married Verne Martell, a small business owner.
They have two sons, Nicolas and Matthew, who were educated in the Anchorage
public schools until they moved to Washington, D.C. 

Before beginning her career in politics, Murkowski served as Anchorage
District Court attorney and worked in an Alaska commercial law practice.
Murkowski was active in local issues, serving on the Anchorage mayor's task 
force on the homeless, the Anchorage Equal Rights Commission, as well as serv-
ing as president of her sons’ school PTA. In 1998, Murkowski was elected as a
Republican to the Alaska house of representatives and subsequently won re-elec-
tion to two additional terms. While serving in the state house, Murkowski sat on
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the Alaska Commission on Post Secondary Education and chaired both the labor
and commerce and the military and veterans affairs committees. Her Republican
peers in the state house selected her to be majority leader for the 2003–2004 ses-
sion. During her time in the state legislature, Murkowski earned a reputation as a
moderate willing to tackle tough issues.

In the 2002 elections, her father, Frank Murkowski, won the Alaskan gover-
norship and formally resigned his Senate seat. On December 20, 2002, Governor
Murkowski appointed Lisa Murkowski to the U.S. Senate, citing his desire to
send an experienced legislator to Washington with values similar to his and who
was young enough to accrue seniority that he, longtime Senator Ted Stevens,
and veteran U.S. Representative Don Young had attained.3

In the Senate, Lisa Murkowski received assignments on several key committees,
few more important to Alaskan interests than her post on the Energy and Natural
Resources Committee, where she is chairman of the Subcommittee on Water and
Power. In addition, she currently has assignments on three other committees:
Foreign Relations, where she serves as the chairman of the Subcommittee on East
Asian and Pacific Affairs; Environment and Public Works; and Indian Affairs.
Within days of the start of her term, Senator Murkowski also was selected as one of
the four freshmen (and the only woman) to serve as Deputy to the Majority Whip.4

During her first term, Senator Murkowski pursued a legislative program of
economic growth, infrastructure, and improved social services in Alaska. The first
bill she introduced was to expand the authorization and budget of the Denali
Commission in an effort to build roads and transportation systems between
Alaska's dispersed rural communities and natural resources. “You can't do any
kind of economic development—development at all—if we don't have . . . the trans-
portation access to it, so this is all about access,” Murkowski said.5 She also won
passage of legislation to help relocate the Alaskan village of Newtok, which is
threatened by river erosion. She also secured an Alaskan exception to federal
Medicaid funding to help defray the much higher costs associated with health
care delivery in Alaska. In 2004, energy legislation was passed that included 
a series of regulatory changes and financial incentives, offered by Senator
Murkowski, that were critical for future construction of an Alaskan gas line 
to the Lower 48.6

In November 2004, Senator Murkowski defeated a popular former Democratic
governor of Alaska to win a full six-year term in the U.S. Senate.
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